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A New Classroom Practices Observation Protocol.

Francis Jones <fjones@eos.ubc.ca>

ABSTRACT: A new observation procedure is being developed aimed at helping characterize instructional practices, student actions, "Bloom's levels" and other classroom characteristics,
on a timeline of the class. The intention is to develop a procedure that is useful for characterizing any type of class, rather than to make judgments about "quality" in any sense.
Preliminary examples of trials are shown with some possibilities for analysis; including comparisons of several classes from one course, & single classes from 16 different courses.

Initiative

Potential purposes

* Characterize courses:
- Student experiences, instructor actions, others

* Course Transformations Impact Assessments
- After transformation; pre-post if possible

* Compare courses ... eg. all 1xx; core vs. elective; etc.
- Busy / idle students; balance of motivation, basics, context;
theory / practical; etc.

* Professional and peer development for instructors:
- Based on code patterns and observer feedback.

Precedent
* EOS — “engagement observation protocol” (E. Lane)
- Included in CPOP
* UBC
- Physics feedback forms (P. Newbury and C. Heiner)
* RTOP — Reformed Teaching Observations Protocol
* TDOP?! — Teaching Dimensions Observation Protocol1l
- Foundation of CPOP
- Explored in Math (W. Code)

Some Patterns — 19 different classes

Sorted by Blooms score (see codes, below left)
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Blooms Taxonomy level (updated — more action oriented) Eng = Engagement observations: Here’s how to do this ... R a W C P O P fo r I I l :: 8: 44 CHEEN
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Data recorded at 2-minute intervals in 1st, 2nd and 3™ yr courses.
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What happens in class:
Applying vs Telling etc.
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What students are doing:
Pairs/groups vs Solo
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Some featuresto notice:

 The “Not eosc” courses were
active & application oriented,
but did not use groups or peers
much.

*  “No SEI”: These involved more
delivery, more telling, and more
solo time in class.

* “SEl applied” tended to be more
active, applying, in groups, and
there is also a wider variety.

- Also, the observation protocol has not yet been
validated by having several people conduct
simultaneous observations.

- There may be other shortcomings; the project
is definitely in only the “development” stages.

science electives:
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Six weeks of EOSC222 classes:
What analysis possibilities ?

Address questions by combining codes:

Variations versus time:
— More group work in Feb.

Sort by Bloom’s score:

- Higher Blooms ... more active.

— “Active” tends to follows basics.

Score = 1*R+2*U+3*A+4*A+5*E+6*U

Students: solo vs. pairs or groups
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